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REVEREND SIR, 


H E great Importance of the Worſhip of God 


to Mankind You know renders it highly de- 
ſerving the utmoſt Application of the Magi- 
ſtrate and Miniſter n Religion to Encouraze, 
\ommend and Promote it; in as much as this 15 not 
ly a Duty naturally owing from us to Almighty God, 
ut is alſo neceſſary and uſeful to promote in men alt 
? other parts of Religion. This ſeriouſly and devoutly 
tended, and perform d with a Decency ſuitable to it, 

£ naturally 


| g 
, 
: 
: * 
, 
'S 
We 
> 
7 
Lo 
oY | 
o 
FH 
l 

* 
_— 
„ 
1 
3 
4 
- 
l ' 
2 
, i 
"4 
4 
3 
| 
ö 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


naturally begets and cheriſhes the Reverence and Fear » 
God, and the juſt Ame of hi Laws ; the due Reæverence 
of Governors, Obedience to Government, and Juſtice, 
Honeſty, Meekneſs, Flumility and Charity toward: 
Aſen. On the contrary we conſtantly ſee the Protane 
Neglecters of our Wor ſoip ſuch as the unjuſt Magiſtrate 
in our Savours Parable ; They neither fear God nor 
regard Man. And thoſe who do this by Miſtake ar: 
ful, Diſobedient, Proud, Unruly, and ready wit 
other Libertines to ſpeak Evil of Dignities, to de 
ſpiſe Dominion; More ready to endeavour to con 
troul than they are to Obey the Higher Powers, and 
to weaken the force of Authority, and render it unahl: 
zo enforce and promote Religion by being a Terrour tc 
Evil doers, and a praiſe to them that do well. Thu 
Religion in the other parts of it declines and dey 
among theſe : And therefare to Recommend and Pro 
mote the Worſhip of God « to ſerve Religion in all th 
ether parts of it; and by Conſequence the Honour, Gli 
and Happineſs of every Perſon, and of the Saciety u 
belong to. 

It was with this View that the following Diſcou| 
was firſt compos d. And when I had the Honour 10 
admitted to Preach before the Univerſity of Oxeon! 
I thought fit to propoſe thu matter to the Conſiden 
tion of the Youth of our Nobility and Gentry, v 
are under a Happy Education there; That I ng 
#hereby encourage, perſwade and induce them to ti 
more Diligent and Conſtant, and Devout Attendantt ( 
thu Mean of Religion, Virtue and Happineſs wii 
they may there ſo abundantly enjoy in the Daily Aſſt 
blies for Worſhip which in their Colleges they are cal 
to. In which Aſſemblies (whatever they have in 
Schools, and without diſparagement to them, I may /") 
they may certainly hear the beſt Lectures, and be 
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ſhort diſcourſe, to the Encreaſe and Advancement of Re- 
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gag d in the beſt Exerciſe for their Real, and moſt Ho- 
nourable, and moſt Advantageous Improvement. 

During the time of my ſojourning in OxFoRD, I 
viewd with a mighty Pleaſure, and Satisfaction of 
Mina a great Number of Lovely Yeung Men, who by 
Virtue of Regular, Temperate, and Virtuous Living 
ſhew all the Outward Glory of Humane Nature: ſeein 
them in a Place, and under a Management, by which 
they are in the way to be poſſeſs d with all the In- 
ward Glory too that Mankind are made for; If they will 
be duly obedzent to the Government, and conform to the 
Excellent Rules and Statutes which they ought there to 
be guided by. I conſider d too, that from among theſe 
Youths the Nation muſt derive ſome of thoſe who in their 
Turn ſhall have a part in the Inſtruction and Govern- 
ment of it. And the Effect of theſe thoughts muſt needs be 
thu; that I muſt make uſe of the Opportunity I had to 
contribute what I could do, in ſo little time, and by a 


gion and Virtue among thu Important Company: Which 
I thought I could not better do than by Recommending to 
them the Worſhip of God. 

After all, I muſt confeſs, that alths I thought this 
matter mightily uſeful to be propos d there upon the 
Reaſons mention d; yet by that time I had been a while 
longer in the Umnverſity, I obſerv d with great Pleaſure 
that it was not Equally neceſſary: Having reaſon to 
beleve that not only the Excellent Governors, but the 
Students. too were already poſſeſs d in this matter as I 
muſt needs deſire they ſhould be. For in thoſe two 
Colleges which I had the Honour and the Flappineſs to 
be chiefly converſant with, that 1s Yours and Magda- 
len-College, I ſaw a very diligent and due Attendance 
on the Worſhip of God, and to a great degree the Good 
Efelts of it in the Virtuous, Compos d, Pious and Re- 
gular 
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gular Converſation of thoſe with whom ¶ had Acquaint- 
ance in both Houſes. And indeed by the Numbers I hap- 
pen d to ſee ſometimes coming from the Chappels of other 
Colleges, the numerous Aſſemblies in the Publick Church 
' of the Univerſity, and the Virtuous, Regular and com- 
pot d Behaviour 4 the Students in general which I ob. 
ſerv d there, I think 1 muſt conclude that the diligent 
Attendance on the Worſhip of God, and the Good H, 
fects of it are not to be reckon d the Praiſe of Two, or a 
few Colleges only, but of the Vniverſity in General. 

For I can, and therefore think ( as the caſe ſtand; 
with me) I ought to ſay, that in my whole Life, ſince 
I have been capable to obſerve the World, I never ob- 
ſervud a more Univerſal Regularity and Good Bela. 
viour, not even in any leſs Company of Men, than [ 
did among the Youth of Your Univerſity. I confeſs, I 
ſet my ſelf” to obſerve them in this matter; and cannot 
certainly ſay I did above once hear an Oath ſworn a- 
mong all the Multitude of Students which I happen d at 
times to meet with: And that was but by one Perſon, 
the meaneſt in the Company ; and he rebuk'd for it by all 
the reſt that were in his Company, Nor did I ſee any 
one Perſon of them diſguit d or diſorder d with Intempe- 
rance; nor did I hear of any thing of that kind among 


them during the ſtay of ſome Months there; and tho I . 


had a great deal of Opportunity in ſeveral places to ob- 
ſerve them in this matter in the Neceſſary Intervals of 
my own Study and Buſmeſs, 

J inſſſt upon this matter, I confeſs, purpoſely in Op- 
poſition to that Vile and Injurious Slander and Reproach 
which runs common the Diſienters and their F 
ction (a People that never and in any awe of the Nini 
Commanament in this Particular 1 wr four of Morality at 
leaſt) that the Univerſities are grievouſly corrupt and 
aebauch d, and that there is no care taken of the Morals 

a 


of all Rule and Order and Government by 
D:Paragements of the Eſtabliſh d Wor % laviſhly in. 
b- Fukated, and of the Regular A. niſtry of th 

4. lurch, they are more common! made indiſer 
1 Wrzligent of the Worſhip of God than brou 
Vevoutly and Seriouſly, and to their Effeftual Ed. fication 


"ut among the Cauſes of the Growth, of Infidelity, 
if end as: nah... among us, 

” I may be allom d ty 1 wn with Indignation againſt 
il W's Reproach and $la 3 which is ſo Injurious and 
J Bon, tends to ſo ill Ejetts as the Deſtruction F the 
Felgion, Peace and Tranquility of the Nation, and 
g Which was the Inſmuation that brought me under the 
7 &. | | 

* 


a acknowledge it due to the peculiar Grace of God to 
FP. by which I am peculiarly oblig d, that the wrong 


Pernicious Seminaries 
7 not take hold on me, and that it pleas d Him to 


ue me within a few years after I came from thence 
rom Faction and Schiſm. 


Du Diſcourſe i now Publiſh'd to ſecond and ſerve, as 
may, the Pious and Wiſe Deſien of our Excellent Queen 
Promote the Worſhip of God and Religion among us, 
Erelting a ſufficient Number of New Churches where 


they 
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they are wanting in the greateſt Concourſe or Collection 


of People that 1s in theſe, Nations. A Deſgn which a the 
Foy of all Good Men, and which engages their hearty 
Prayers for it's good Succeſs. 

I preſent it, Sir, to You as to an Excellent Gover- 
nor of Youth, whom I have often obſerv d in particular” 
concern d to promote the Religion of thoſe under your Care, 
and, by thu moſt uſeful Mean, engaging them to a 
conſtant and due Attendance on the Worſhip of God in 

' Your College. From whence it was, I muſt believe, that 
it had Your Approbation in the Hearing, and I hope iti» 
will have the ſame on Your Reading it, i You pleaſe u we 
do it that Honour ; and I ſhall promiſe my ſelf to juſt 
ceed to à good meaſure in the deſire I have to be hereh 
ſerviceable to Religion, which 1s That I was devoted tt 
and all that I propoſe to my ſelf to Live for, if it can; 

be found worthy of Your Recommendation, that H 0. 

Others in ike Stations with You, I am it 


RERVEREND Sik, hy 

With great Reſpe ther 

Wittreſham Your moſt Obedient and or ü 
hs Humble Servant Hf 


Tu EO. DoRRINGTOWvwir 


1 Matt. v. o. 
„. r. Joale worfoip the Lord thy God, and Him 
| only foals thou ſerve. . 115 Dr 


* 
| UR Saviour in theſe Words afferts Worſhip to be 
| () due to God from the Beings —— to pay Hi 
| this Homage; and that This ought not to be given 
oo any other beſides Him. He aſſerts theſe things as what 
were written; and accordingly we find them written amon 
the Laws given by ſes. They are indeed à part of That 
Law, and of the Law of Nature too; we are by Both 
oblig d to worſhip God, and to worſhip Him only: So that 
ve tranſgreſs againſt Reaſon, Nature and Revelation, both 
if we neglect to worſhip God, and to give him this Ho- 
nour, and alſo if we worſhip any other Being together 
wich or inſtead of Him to whom only this Honour 18 due. 
There ſeems to be little or no Occaſion from the preſent 
ſtate of Religion amongſt us to inſiſt upon or enforce the 
latter of theſe Aſſertions, That God only is to be worſhipp'd, 
We are generally ſo ſenſible and convinc'd- of This, that 
there js no Likelihood, or Reaſon to fear either that the 
groſs Idolatry of the Ancient, or any Modern Heathens, 
or the more refin'd and poliſh'd Idolatry comprehended with 
other Corruptions of Chriſtian Religion under the Name 


7 
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If Popery, ſhould prevail again amongſt us; ſince That 


very Name is fo univerſally hated, that many are capable 
of being frighted from certain Principles and Duties of Chri- 
ſtian Religion to fly the further and the more ſurely ( as 
they think) from That: and if that Name be affix'd to any 
thing whether good or bad, and whether juſtly or unjuſtly, 
this is enough alone to raiſe up Enemies and Oppoſition 
TO'Fto it. But on the other hand, with Relation to the wor- 
lip of God, it may be ſaid; while many needleſs and per- 
verſe Diſputes have been rais d about every thing /belong- 
ing to the Performance of This, and the Neceſſity of ſome 
A 


parts 
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the whole Extent of it include, That we aſcribe to God 
what He is in Himſelf, and that we own what He is to Us 
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parts of it queſtion'd or deny'd, the Effect of this is ( as i Ho 
mult needs be) that the Worſhip of God is become great 
ly neglected among us; And while ſome have unduutullyWſ! 
impertinently, and factiouſly pretended to carry on 
thorough Reformation in the matter, they have really andi C 
greatly promoted Profaneneſs. + , 
I ſhall therefore only m—_ this Diſcourſe to Revirll | 
and promote the worſhip of God as much as in we lies 
by propoſing to Conſideration the Juſt and Due Recom Id 
mendations of This; to make it appear that They are moi cl 
Reaſonable and Wiſe, and do conſult their own true lu 
tereſt and Happineſs, and Do that which well and belt be 
comes them who are often employ'd in the Worſhip of 
the Great Lord and King of Heaven and Earth: and I 
are greatly miſtaken and unreaſonable, They extreamly dil 
rage themſelves, can have nothing to ſay whereby they 
can truly jultify themſelves, who are Indi t and Care 
leſs, and much rather who negle& or deſpiſe to Worſhip 
God. This is an Inſtance of Practical Atheiſm, and thek 
Men are ſuch as the Pſalmiſt's D who ſays in bis Hear 
T here is no God, If ſuch do d Profeſs 20 God, they 1 
their Works Deny him. 
- The better to ſerve the Deſign of this Diſcourſe, and. 
that I may recommend the Worſhip of God with the more 
Evidence and Effect, it ſeems requiſite to prepare the way to, 
it by ſtaring briefly the Nature of Worſhip, and ſhewing wharf” 
That means and Includes; which I ſhall therefore firſt do, 
Religion, which is all that we owe to God, does in 


in the Relations he is pleas d to bear towards us; and that 
the Diſpolition and Affections of our Minds be ſuitable to,” 
ſuch acknowledgment, and do govern us in an agreeable 
Courſe of Actions. We may therefore Honour God, ande 
be Religious in the Buſineſs of a worldly Calling; in all 
our Dealings with Men, and the Enjoyment and Uſe of the 
things of this World. And we are Religious when we go; 
vern our ſelves in all theſe things by the Fear of God, wid 
a due Regard to his Commands. And we may deſign i 
| 4 Plal. 24. 1. 4 Tit. 1. 36, 
Honoui 
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3 
(as i Honour Him in the whole courſe of our Lives, by deſign- 


great ll ing to conform our ſelves and be Obedient to his Laws in 
fully al we chooſe to do; as the Apoltle intimates when he ſays, 
on . Whether ye Eat or Drmk, or whatever ye db, dy all to the 
y andy C of God; and Solomon, when he ſays, Þ acknowledge him 
all thy Ways. 
evir, But this is not ſtrictly or properly to Worſhip God: tho' 
> lies ſome have been pleas'd to call this Mediate Worſhip; and 
com {at which is the ſubject of our preſent Diſcourſe they will 
moſlicall /rmmeatate Worſhip. | 
e In For that which is now ſpoken of is but a Pare of Reli. 
ſt be gon, and mult be carefully obſerv'd to be but a Part of Re- 
p off $92; leſt we ſhould contine Religion to the Worſhip of 
God, and account and call our ſelves the Religions, or the 
%, for addicting our ſelves only or moltly to this one 
bey of Religion, the Worſhip of God, while we neglect 
o practice Religion in the other parts and obligations of ir 
ſhip» our Common Converſation and Bulineſs, or as ſome 
Mould ſpeak, in a Secular Life. This is indeed but 2 part 
ofReligion ; but may be recommended as a very uſeful Means 
4 mer all the Reſt, if it be Regularly and Decently 
pertorm d. 
Io Worſhip God then, we muſt know is to be employ'd 
 fuch Acts and Exerciſes of Mind and Body directed to- 
vnde God as do Import a direct and immediate acknows- 
ugwent of the Glory and Honour of God, and are ap- 
fropriated and apply to this Purpoſe. We worſhip him 
inden we apply our Action to the Honouring of Him; 
Jodl den this is the Buſineſs, the deſign of it, directly to ac- 
Uowledge his peculiar Glories. 
mall When we pray to God and ask of Him thoſe things which 
ue *<edful both for our Souls and Bodies, This is a Wor- 
'pping him as it is an Acknowledgment that © of im 
"d through Him and 10 Him are all things, and that d 
n we ve, move and have our Bring. When we think 
pon his Infinite and Excellent Perfe$tions, and wonderful 
ad glorious Works, and aſcribe theſe to Him, and expreſs 
wr Acknowledgments of them, we are faid to Praiſe Him 7 
r but to aſeribe to him what He is and what He does is to 
4 Cor. 10. 31. & Prov. 3. 6. e Rom, 17. 35, 4 AS 1. 28. *. b 
ur A 2 Prai ſe 
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Praiſe and Magnify Him; and this alſo is to Worſhip Hin 
To Swear by His Name, when this is done as it ought to be 
with due Reverence, with ſuitable inward Acknowledg 
ments of Him and an agreeable Behaviour towards Him, 1 
the doing it is to Worſhip Him: tho' this may be profanel 
done and in Affront to him; as in every other part of 
Worſhip we may ſo demean our ſelves as to be Profane 
it, and take his Name in Vain. For in Swearing by Hin 
we directly acknowledge his Omniſcience and his Provifl \ 
dence, his Righteouſnets, Truth and Faithfulneſs, and, i 
may be, ſome other of his Excellent Attributes. To make {| 
a Vow to God is to Worſhip Him as it acknowledges h || 
Dominion over all things, and our Expectation from Hm 1 
of what we deſire, or our Thankfulneſs to Him for wha f 
we have receivd. When we attend to the Declaration of 
his Laws, and the Terms and Conditions of his Favour, ve 
worſhip Him; as this is a direct Acknowledgment of his 8 
vereignty over Us, of our Obligation to obey Him and de 
his will, of our Dependance on his Favour for all our Har 
pineſs, and of our Delire to be in his Favour. When ve 
uſe and receive the Sacraments of Chriſtian Religion, we 
worſhip him; as we do herein ſolemnly engage to obey anc 
ſerve him, and devote our ſelves to him, own his Purit 
and Holineſs, and our own Pollution and ſinful Defilemen 
and ſeek to be made Partakers of his Holineſs ; as we ov 
his Juſtice and our Guilt, and ſeek his Pardon and forte: 
Favour, and the Pledges and Aſſurances of his Reconciliatior 
to us and Favour for us through the Mediation, the Sact! 
ice, and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. 

"Theſe are the Inſtances and Parts of Publick Worſhip u 
quir'd by the Chriſtian Religion; and theſe have all of then 
indeed been the Parts of Worſnip paid as due to the Greal 
and Living God by all true and right Worſhippers from tit 
Fall of Man, that 1s, from the Beginning. And they wit 
neglect or deſpiſe any parts of theſe deny Almighty Got 
ſome of the Worſhip due to Him; and They who lay ab: 
the Uſe of the Sacraments in their Worſhip (as a great Pro 
portion of the wretched Se&s who dillent and ſeparate fron 
our Eſtabliſhd Church do) are ſo far from reforming Rel 
gious Worſhip, as they pretend to do, that indeed the) 
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Maim and Impair it. And while their Worſhip is deſtitute 
of all Symbolical Acknowledgments of the Divine Purity 
and — together with their own certain Impurity and 
ſinful Defilement; of the Divine affronted Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs, and their own Guilt and Demerit, (which 
5 are really due to the Nature and State of 
things) Their worſhip of the true God is imperfect and de- 
fective, below that which the Ancient Heathens (at leaſt ) 
were wont to offer to their Falſe Ones. 

Thus much ſhall ſuffice to ſtare and repreſent the Wor- 
ſhip of God. | ſhall now apply my ſelf to produce ſome 
juſt, and, I think, conſiderable Recommendations of it, and 
ſuch as are fit to engage and perſwade all Men to take all 
fic Opportunities bo in Private and Publick to perform, 
and, as I may fay, enjoy this which is both our Duty and 
„our Happineſs, And ſuch are theſe following. 


Firſt, The Worſhip of God is highly Equitable and Juſt. 
This muſt needs appear to any Man who will apply his 
thoughts to Conlider and Examane it. 

This is an Obligation laid upon us by the Nature of 
things. It muſt be due to God that his Excellency and Glory 
be acknowledg'd by Creatures capable of doing this. Ir 1s 
due, as we may ſay, to every thing, that it be acknowledg'd 
to be what it is; this is a natural Juſtice. And then tis na- 
turally due to God that we admire, and praiſe Him, and 
pay all the Honour, and Acknowledgment which belongs 
to the worſhipping Him; who 1s an Infinite, moſt Excel- 
lent Being, who includes in his Nature all pollible Perfe- 
ction, who is the Fountain of all Excellency and Glory in 
all other Beings that can juſtly pretend to any, and ſo of 
all that to which any Praiſe, Honour and Eſteem can be 
paid as in any meaſure due; and He muſt needs of right be 
own'd to have in himſelf at leaſt as much as he has com- 
municated to other Beings. There can be no Worth, there- 
lore no Goodneſs, nothing valuable in the whole Collection 
Prof of Beings, no one of all worthy any Praiſe, Honour or 
fron Eſtee, but this muſt be naturally due by Conſequence to 
Rell Almighty God. 
the His Greatneſs is indeed unſearchable in the vaſt Extent 
Ma "Oy and 
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6 A Sermon Preach d before the 
and Fulneſs of it to any Being but Himſelf; we cannot 
find out the Almighty to Perfection: bur It is diſcover'd 
to Us in a great and wonderful Meaſure. He has ſhewn 
and does ſhew himſelf ro us in his moſt wonderful Works: 
he ſhews himſelf Glorious and Excellent in all of Them; 
and therefore tis ſaid, * A Thy Works praiſe thee, O C 
And he has abundantly manifeſted himſelf to us in the Re. 
velations of his Word. Theſe Diſcoveries and Mantfeſtz. 
tions of Himſelf are certainly made to Us to the end that 
we might know and honour Him by ſuitable Acknowledg. 
ments of what He is. And then our Doing this is due to 
the Diſcoveries of Himſelf; as that which is the End of 
every thing in His Deſign at leaſt is naturally due to it: 
becauſe he makes Means and Deſigns Ends with Infinite 
Wiſdom, ſuiting exactly thoſe Means to His Ends; fo that 
it becomes a Law of Nature, or due to the Nature of things, 
that His Means do accompliſh the Ends which by Him they 
are deſign d for. 

We are capable of Paying God this Honour of wor- 
ſhipping him, and He made us ſo and without doubt for 
this purpoſe he made us ſuch as we are. This is the End 
of ſuch a Nature and Capacity as we have. It is then due 
to this, and muſt be look d upon as a Juſtice to our ſelves, ny 
to our own Nature, that we Worlhip God. - 

It is naturally due to God that we Worſhip Him vpon 
the Account of his Relations to Us and the Mighty Obliga- 
tions which He has laid upon us. He is our Creator, Pre- 
ſerver, Redeemer, Sanctifier, and ſo All that we are, all the 
Excellency and Worth that we have in our ſelves, and all 
the good we enjoy is all deriv'd from Him: and all of it in 
Circumſtances of the greateſt Obligation, without any Ne- 
eeſſuy, without any previous Merit or Obligation laid on > 
Him, of His own free Motion, without any Proſpect ot IR. 
Deſign of Benefit or Advantage to himſelf. For what Ad.. 
vantage can He derive from Us? He is then our great Bene · 
factor and Friend with all the glory that can attend Be- 
nefaction. Surely tis due to This, * it be acknowledgd 
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in the Worſhip. of him. We are herein oblig'd to honout . 
Him as we can, are render d ungrateful, if we do it not; 
: 4 Pſal. 145. 10. 


we 
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we carry our ſelves as unſenſible of the greateſt obligations 
laid upon us. hy free and bounteous goodneſs; and to be 
Ungrateful is to be Unjuſt. The Almighty is not Great 
and Excellent to his own Glory and Happineſs only, but 
alſo to our Advantage, and to our Honour and Happineſs. 
And it mult be evidently Juſt and Due, that We Honour 
and Acknowledge the Excellencies which we are the better 
bor, and which we are Honour'd and Benefited by. 
2 This is then Reaſonable fervice, altogether becoming 
I Reaſonable Creatures. And accordingly all Nations and Peo- 
de have ever own'd that thoſe who are Gods ought to be 
worſhipped ; This is due to whatever might be accounted 
a Deity. They are then Diſſenters from the Common Rea- 
© ¶ fon and Judgment of Mankind, diſobedient to the Law of 
it I Nature, deſpiſe the Dictates of Right Reaſow who live in 
— the Neglect of Worſtup. | 5 
Secondly, Tis altogether Honourable to the Human Na- 
are to be employd in the Workhip of God. This may ap- 
i pear from the Conſideration of what as ſaid before. It is 
ad certainly Honourable to Reaſonable Creatures to AR accords 
ing to Reaſon, molt Honourable to conform themiclves to 
te Diftates of Right Reaſor: And what is naturally Juft, 
or Due to the Nature ot Things, mult be che Dictate: of 
on Abr Reaſon, „ „ Nog 20. nut 
To worſhip God is manifeſtly the utmoſt, che beſt, he 
Bo tigheſt of Our Capacity. Our Minds cannot have a more 
| excellent Object to contemplate, admire and eſteem han 
the molt Excellent of all Beings; Nor can our Will Honour 
i ſelf in the Exerciſes of Love, Deſire and Delight 


! ͤ ꝶͤ dts Ee EY nt 


d Beater or more worthy Good than He is, who is the 
4 Pe, che Univerſal Good. Our Tongues cannot Praife a 
Ad. being more worthy of This than Him, who is erUfE 


woe all Bleſſing and Praiſe. And certainly the highelt 
nd beſt Employment of our Faculties muſt be moſt Ho- 
ourable to us. 0 | 

In being Capable of Religion and Worſtap it is chat the 
. *<ateſt part of our Eminence above the other Animals 
bout us does conſiſt; who in ſenſual and meer Animal 


we a Neh. 9. 5. 
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Powers, in Bigneſs and Strength or Activity of Body do 
many of them far exceed us. It is in exercyſe of Religion 
and Worihip that we diſtinguiſh our ſelves from them in 
the higheſt manner we can do; and theſe are Actions They 
are not capable of. But He who neglects Religion andthe 
Worſhip of God levels himſelf with the Herds, lives a meer 
Sordid Animal Life; and indeed becomes more vile than 
the * Beaſts that Periſo . 
We are b mat tile lower than the Angels" by vertue of 
the Excellent Soul or Spirit that is in us, and the Faculties ! 
and Powers which are given to it: We partake in ſome / 
meaſure herein of Their Nature and Capacities. And in 
the Exerciſe of thoſe Powers, in the Worſhip:of God ve 
are engaged in Their Heavenly Employment, and reſemble Y " 
and conform to Them in the moſt excellent manner that weW * 
can do this. It is with Angels and Arch Angels aud with b 
all the Company of Heaven that we Laud and Magnify and f. 
Praite the King of Glory. An Aſſembly of Devout Wor- 4 
ſhippers on Earch are a Repreſentation of Heaven, where * 
— always Contemplate, Adore, Praiſe and Worſhip 0 
G t 03 42311 3Z0 044524 DOC VI 
It is not then below the Greateſt of Men, but is the 
greateſt Employment that the Greateſt of us can engage in: 
rho' it be alſo ſuch as the Weakeſt are Capable of, and an 
' Honour the Meaneſt are admitted to. It cannot be below 
the Greatelt to own their Dependance upon Him who 1s 
themaker of all things, the ſtay and ſtrength of the Uni 
verſe, wwithous: whom . nothing 1s firons, nothing is Hal 
to/ownh Him the Ger of all they have by -proper-Acknow 
ledgments who ©g:ves 70 all of ns Life and Breath and al 
zbings; who. days: juitly of himſelf, 4 Te Mori it mint 
and the fulneſs tberegf. Nor can it be mean in any Cre: 
ture to Reverence and Honour an Infinite Excellency an 
Greatneſs; Him in whom all Excellency and Perfection doe 
Originally and Unchangeably reſide. Thus it appears He 
nourable to us to Honour and Worſhip God, and That 
deed in which we do our ſelves, or rather are advance 
and admitted to, the Greateſt Honour. 


4 Plal, 49. 12 20. 6 Heb, 2. 7. 4 AR, 17,25, 4 Pal. 50. 12. 
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0 Thirdly, To Worſhip God is a moſt Delightful Employ- 
ment, and affords the greateſt Pleaſure of any thing we can 
do. It may be Demonſtrated to the Reaſon of Men that it 
hey muſt needs be thus; tho” it can appear by Senſe and Ex- 
the perience to none but Thoſe who are truly Religious, and 
in whom a juſt and ſuperlative Eſteem and Love of Him 
han does abide and prevail. | 

In the Worſhip of God we have the Enjoyment of Him, 
of and are entertain d with the Felicity as well as the Employ- 
ties ment of Heaven. When we are Contemplating, Praiſing, 
ame Y Admiring and Acknowledging the Infinite Excellencies and 
in! Glories of the Divine Nature, His Kind, and Good, and 

we Wonderful Works, we are actually Entertaining our ſelves 
able with Him; We are Entertaining our ſelves with the Chiefelt, 
we the Greateſt Good. When we are Expreſſing our Love to 
b Him, our Eſteem of Him, our Truſt in Him, our Thank- 
and fulneſs to Him, This cannot be without Delighting in Him; 
For- and in being repreſented to our Minds and regarded by us 
ber # an Object of Worſhip, He is therein repreſented and re- 
ſhip __ as an Object of Vaſt and molt Senſible Pleaſure and 
ight. * | 
hell In the Workhipping of God we aſcribe to Him what He 
in: * in Himſelf according to the Meaſure in which he has ma- 


daa nifeſted Himſelf to Us. And He is and muſt needs be the 
low Poſt Excellent and Glorious, and the moſt Delightful Being. 
o is All that is Admirable, all that is juſtly Amiable and Pleaſing 
ni 0 a Reaſonable Creature, and the Faculties of our Minds 


maſt be in Him beyond Meaſure. All of this which is an 

where elſe muſt be eminently in him: So that if it be —. 
ible for a Man to delight in what any other Being is in it 
fell; if he can view any Perfection and Excellency in ano- 
ther with ſatisfaction and pleaſure, he may rather delight 
in God upon This Account than in any thing elſe. If Wat- 
dom be a Glory he can be pleas d with to obſerve it in an- 
ther; if Juſtice, or Truth, or Faithfulneſs that can never 
lye, nor deceive, nor do any Injury or Wrong be delightful 
to him; if Almighty Power that can be puzzled with no 
Dithculty be ſo ; =o free and bounteous Goodneſs that de- 
lights to do Good and Communicate, that has made other 


Beings from the Pleaſure of Communicating, and to have 
He B Objects 
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Objects tnat may receive Kindneſs, can affect him; if a vaſt 
and boundleſs Reach of Being (as we may ſay) an Immenſity 
can entertain the Active Mind of Man, where, tho' all that 
is conſider'd is the ſame, yet, that All cannot be view'd or 
comprehended ; if a vaſt and boundleſs Knowledge from 
which nothing is or can be conceal'd can pleaſe him who 
knows and conliders this; All this may be — and con- 
ſider'd in God, and 1s fo when it is aſeribd to Him; and 


ſome or other of theſe Glorious Perfections are aſcribd to 


Him when we worſhip Him. And therefore this mult be 
highly Pleaſing to Us. | | 

In the Wolhip of God we are alſo entertain'd with what 
He is to Us, as well as with what He is in Himſelf; and 
therein are made ſenſible of great delight and/pleaſure. He 
is conſiderd as a God Forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion 
and Sin to thoſe who confeſs their Sins and forſake them; 
as not only Propitious, but Propitiated towards Us (who 
muſt needs own our ſelves Sinners) by the great and pre- 
cious Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt: And then we have 
hope in his Mercy through Chriſt, and may a come with 
boldneſs before Him as to a I hrone of Grace, having an Ad. 
vocate with the Father Feſns Chriſt the Righteous. And 
thus all Occaſion of Dread, and ſuch Fear of God as would 
hinder the Pleaſure of our Worſhip, is taken away. 
He is conſider d in our Worſhip as a rich and free Foun- 
tain of Good, able to do for us <heyond what we' are able 
70 As or Think, and fuch as that we can have no Neceſ- 
ity which He is not able to ſupply. He is conſider d as 
the Infinite Fountain of Happineſs to all things that have 
any ſhare of this, as having made us with a deſign to make 
us Happy, as hating nothing that He has made, as One who 
would have us ask Good Things of Him, not to upbraid 
our Neceſſity, but that we might receive and have our Ne-. 
ceſſity abundantly ſupplied. But how great a Pleaſure 1s 
this, when theſe” things are conſider' d, to ſuch weak and 
frail Beings as We are, who find our ſelves in This Life un- 


der ſo many Neceſſities, ſo liable to Affliction and Miſery; 


who are ſurrounded with innumerable Exils, and oftentimes 
cannot foreſee thoſe that lie in wait for us, nor defend our 
a Heb. 3. 16. 6 f Joh. 2. 1. c Eph. 3. 20, 


ſelyes 


m_—_ = © 20 


2 — 2 


a; 


Vniverſſty of Oxford. 11 
ſelves from thoſe we find aſſaulting us! God is conſider' d 
in His Worſhip as a ſure and fate Refuge, an unexhauſtible 
and free Fountain of Good. They that thus come to God 
2 do believe that He Ts, and is a Rewardcr of thoſe that 
diligently ſeek Him. And all theſe things do afford great 
Delight. We are entertain'd in our Worſhip of God, then, 
with an Object that can afford Delight; and we necellarily 
conſider Him therein under thoſe Characters and Properties 
which are infinitely delighiful and pleaſing. 

Farther, the Worſhip of God being chiefly the Perfor- 
mance or Exerciſe of the Mind of Man, which is vaſtly 
more capable and ſenſible of Pleaſure and Delight than the 
Body can be, and being 1n the higheſt manner delightful 
in that, In this caſe, the Faculties which are molt capable 
to receive or taſte Pleaſure and Delight are then employ d 
about the Object which is alſo able to yield and afford moſt; 
and then it muſt needs be that the Worſhip of God is the 
moſt pleaſant and delightful Employment that we can en- 

age in. 

. And tho' we muſt, ta worſhip God aright and duly, per- 
form this with Reverence and Godly Fear ; yet is not this 
incon ſiſtent with Delight. Therefore is there. ſuch a Dire- 
ion in Holy Scripture as this, that we do b Rejoyce before 
Him with Trembling ; becauſe this is what may be. And 
when we Acknowledge and Reverence the Greatneſs and 
Majeſty, the Almighty Power, the Incomprehenſible and In- 
finite Being and Excellency of God; when at the ſame time 
we conlider Him Good, Delighting and Deſirous to do Us 
Good, all the Gaod that we can need, and have Reaſon or 
Occaſion to deſire; that this God is Our God, this Infinite 
Beauty of Holineſs, Infinite Juſtice is reconcil'd to us, this 
God is Love, and this Greatneſs Loves us; that he is Our 
Father which is in Fleaten; which are Conſiderations that 
attend the worſhipping of Him: His Greatneſs and Power and 
Infinite Excellency will be no Terrour to us, but only beget 
a Reverence that will allow us to take Delight in Him too. 


Lafily, The Worſhip of God recommends it felt to Men 
as what is of the greateſt advantage to them, and the molt 


4 Heb, 11. 6. b Pſal. 2. 11. 
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profitable Employment we can pollibly engage in. There is 
not any ſort of Action by which we can do our ſelves ſo 


much Good, or reap ſo much profit and benefit from, as 


this. 1 ſuppoſe indeed that the Sand“ ication of our Nature, 


the conforming it to the Divine Likeneſs in Righteouſneſs | 


and true Holineſs is the greateſt Benefit and Advantage that 
our Nature is capable to receive: And this will appear if it 
be a little conlider'd. For this is certainly the brighteſt 
Ornament and Accompliſhment of Human Nature, this pro- 
portionably perfects and adorns us; this is the higheſt, the 
trueſt Wiſdom, teaches us in the beſt and ſureſt way to at. 
tain our true Happineſs; this brings with it a calm and eaſy 
Peace and Tranquillity of Mind, ab Peace which the world 
cannot grue, a Peace © that paſſes all Underſtanding. This 
gives us the Enjoyment of God, makes us able to delight in 
Him, and gives us actual Delight in Him whenever He comes 
into our Minds, and makes us then very often ſenſible of 
this Delight. This may be learnt from the Longings ex- 


preſs d by a Devout Soul after the Worſhip of God, in ſuch | 


terms as theſe, 4 How amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord 
of Hoſts | My Soul longetb, yea even fainteth for the Courts 
of the Lord: my Heart and my FleſMcrieth out for the living 
God. © Bleſſed are They that well in T by houſe, that are flill 


praiſing Thee. * 4 Day in thy Courts is better than a I bu. 


and: I had rather be a Door-keeper in the Houſe of my C 
than to dwell in the Tents of Wickedueſs, O God, thou art 
my God; early will . thee. 8 My Soul thirſieth for Cd, 
my Fleſh longeth for Th 

no water is; To ſee Thy Power and Glorp,as ] have ſeen Thee 
in Thy Sanctuary. This may be learnt alſo from the exprel- 
ſions of Delight in God enjoy'd in the worſhip of him. 5 
meditations of him ſhall be ſweet; 7 will rejoice in the Lora. 
i My Soul ſhall be fill d as with Marrow and Fatneſs, and 
my Mouth ſpall praiſe T hee with Joyful Lips. * How excel. 
tent is Thy Loving Kindneſs, O God Therefore the Chilaren 
of Men put their Truſt under the ſhadow of thy Wings. They 
ſhall be abundantly. ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy Houſe, 
and thou ſhalt make them drink of the River of thy Pleaſures. 


a Eph. 4.24. 6 ſoh. 14. 27. c Phil, 4. 7. d Pl. 84. 1, 2. e v. (. F v. io. 
4 Pial. 63. 1, 2. h Pal, 104. 24. i Pfal. 63.5, K. Pfal. 36 7,8. Thi 
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Dniverſity of Oxford. 13 
This is che happy State of a Sanctified Mind. And thus the 
Sanctification of our Nature, our Conformity and Likeneſs 
to God in thoſe Moral Qualifications which come under the 
Name of Holineſs, conduce more to our Happineſs even 
in This Life than all other Acquiſitions beſide. - 

And this is naturally convey'd into us and improv'd in our 
devout Worſhip of God. Herein we are uſing the beſt Means 
to advance our Zikeneſs to Him in thoſe Reſpects wherein 
we may attain this. We cannot conſider and entertain our 
ſelves with Him as 1s done in Divine Worſhip, bur this muſt 
beget and improve in us the Fear of God which is the Be- 
ginning of this Wiſdom, the Spring and Source of it. We 
cannot conſider the Spiritual Nature of God, his Juſtice, 
Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs, Mercy, Love, and the like Moral 
and Spiritual Excellencies wherein we are capable of reſem- 
bling and conforming to Him, and Admire, Praiſe and Ho- 
nour him for theſe, but this muſt conduce to the forming 
or encreaſing the ſame in Us, and ſo advance our Reſem- 
blance and Conformity to God. And by much Converſe 
with him in this Bleſſed Way, it will come to be with Us, 
as was repreſented upon Hoſes, when he had been in the 
Mount with God, and return'd to converſe with the People; 
whoſe = Face, tis ſaid, ſhone with a Glory ſo great that the 
People could not behold it. This Converſe with God would 
induce a Holy Converſation with Men; would make our 
d Ajght ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing our good Works 


' would glorify our Feavenly Father. This happy effect the 


Worſhip ot God well order'd and decently and agreeably 
perform'd 1s apt to have upon Men; and this may very 
juſtly recommend it to them. : 
Thele things may juſtly recommend the Worſhip of God 
to all Men; engage them to a conſtant, diligent performance 
of it; make them as frequent in it as they can be: And they 
condemn thoſe who are careleſs and negligent of this ; and 
do never, or but ſeldom, and then very {lightly and formally 
perform it. 
It is juſt and reaſonable that we be as frequently engag'd 
in this Bleſſed Employment as we can be. It is very proper 
and fitting, and indeed neceſſary to them who have the 
4 2 Cor. 3. 7. 6 Mat. 5. 16. 
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greateſt A vocation from it by worldly buſineſs and care in 
the Service of their Neighbour, or Proviſion for themſel ves, 
that they do yet find and ſet apart ſome Time daily to wor- 
ſhip God. The Influence which this has upon the Mind, ag 
it is profitable to us, makes this requiſite to them: Becauſe 
it would be a great help to them to live and behave them- 
felves Religiouſly in all their worldly Buſineſs. Thoſe 
whoſe Condition of Life gives them little of Worldly Cares 
or Buſineſs, are happy in having a great deal of Time to 
ſpend in the Worſhip of God, and in the greateſt Pleaſure 
they can enjoy; and will be wile if they ſo ſpend it. 

The Honour, and Juſtice, and Uſefulneſs of ſuch Em- 
ployment, and the Obligations we lie under to perform it 
do require and juſtify the holding daily Aſſemblies for pub- 
lick Prayers, that all who can have Leiſure from other Duty 
may attend and joyn in it. And 'tis the Honour of our 
Church that ſuch Aſſemblies are appointed, and to be with'd 


that they were better attended. This would conform us 


more to the Devout Times of Primitive Chriſtianity ; this 
would conform the Church on Earth proportionably to that 
in Heaven; by reaſon of this Appointment and ſuch Com- 
pliance with it as there is, does Religion flouriſh more, 1s 
better practiced among thoſe who frequent theſe Aſſemblies 
than among thoſe who forſake them. And it mult be faid, 
that the laying aſide the Daily Aſſemblies for publick Prayers 
is ſo far from deſerving the Name of a Reformation in Re- 
ligion, that tis certainly a Diſorder which needs to be Re- 
form d in thoſe who are guilty of it. Tis certain that this 
has induc'd and been attended with a great Decay of Reli- 
gion among us. It were worth conſidering in this caſe, that 
when Zrrour and Profaneneſs agree in their Effect, they 
mult be thought to proceed from the ſame Author and Caule, 


and to be the Work of the Great Enemy of Religion, of 


God's due Honour and our Happineſs. 

From theſe juſt Recommendations of Worſhip, Men may 
reaſonably be urg'd to ſet up the conſtant Worſhip of God 
in their Families. All Societies of Reaſonable Creatures who 
are thus joyn d together ſhould joyn in the Worſhip of God 
They owe Him this Homage, ſince what they are to one an- 


other for the ir mutual Comfort and Advantage is from * 
an 
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and his Bleſſing upon them all. And this would naturally 
conduce to the Pleaſure and Peace and good Order of ſuch 
Societies, as it naturally promotes Religion, and diſpoſes 
Men to perform the Duties of their Places to one another. 
Theſe things, I ſhall obſerve Laſtly, do require that ſome 
acts of Worſhip do &ways accompany the receiving of our 
Meals. If this be our greateſt excellency, and that which 
diſtinguiſhes us molt from the Brute Creatures, that we are 
made for and are capable of Religion and Worſhip, tis 
ſtrangely to-degenerate and to diſparage our ſelves to neglect 
this; tis to level our ſel ves with the Bealts in this Inſtance, 
if we go to our Meals as he ſs to his Crib, or the Swine 
to his Trough. When the Bounteous Goodneſs of God fur- 
niſnes a plentiful Table for our Suſtenance and Delight, can 
it be reaſonable and fitting that we make no Acknowledg- 
ment of his Gifts? This were utterly to forget that the 
b World is His and the Fulneſs thereof ; that it is His Gifts 
we enjoy. When tis by His Bleſſing, and His Operation, 
who © works all in all, that our Food nouriſhes our Bodies, 
and preſerves our Health and Life, and renews our vigour 
and ſtrength, is it not juſt and fitting that we own this by 
asking this Favour of Him, and begging His Bleſſing upon 
us when we go about to take our Food? This Homage was 
duly paid among the Heathens to them who were no Gods, 
but only being thought ſuch, this was thonght due to them; 
and Heathens condemn thofe among us who neglect it. The 


Primitive Chtiſtians were wont to make the Worſhip of 


God at their Meals as conſtant as their Meals; and wich 
Them this was not conſtantly confin'd to a ſhorti Ejaculation 
only, which is grudg d and deny'd the. Giver of all good 
things by too many among us, but was extended, as we may 
lay, even to an Office of Devotion d. And the natural and hap- 
py Effect of this was, that they ate and drank v ith ſobrietyand 
temperance, and to their Advantage in Heakh and the. Flea- 
ſure of doing this; not to the oppreſlion of Nature, the 
Deſtruction and Palling of their Appetite, and their own 
Hurt. Their e Table did not become à ſuare ⁰ , nor 
their f Proſperity deflroy rbem. The ſerious thoughts of God 


4 Ifai. 1. 3. 6 Pfal. 30. 12. 'c 1 Cor. 12. 6, d See DR cave s Primiie. Chriftia- 
*, Part 1. Chap: 9. e Plal, 69; 22. f Prov. 1. 32. e | 
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Obſervations concerning the preſent State of Religion in the Roma 


' The Diſſenting Miniſtry in Religion cenſur d and condemn d from the Hol 


"The Divine Fenda! Lam or Covenants with Mankind repreſented; togeth 
1>'; with Means for the Uniting of Proteſtants, Engliſh'd from the Latin « 


A Diſcourſe on 955 
" Family Inſtruction | 
' Devotions for ſe vera Occaſions, in Plalms, & Hymns, & Spiritual Songs. 170 

The Regulations.of Play propos d and Recommended in a Sermon preach 


« A Diſcourſe on Praying by the Spirit in the Uſe of the Common Prayers: 1791 
Viocatiom of their Miniſtry, the Confitution of their Churches, &c. 17 10. 


16 ASermon Preach d before the Univerſity &r, 


at their Meals maintain'd a lively and effectual Fear of God 
in them; and this was the Principle and Root, this afforded 
the Nouriſhment of ſuch Happy Wiſdom. 

In all things wherein we duly acknowledge God we alſo 
do our ſelves the greateſt Good we can: Religion in all the 
parts of it brings its Reward with it. Let us then take care 
to practice it continually, and in all the parts of it; in our 
Duty towards God and towards Men; and * whether we Eat 
or Drink, or whatever we ao, It us db all to the Glory of God 
that all may be done alſo to our own Advantage and Happi- 
neſs. Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant thro Jeſus 
Chriſt, To whom with the Father and the Foly Ghoſt be a 
Honour and Glory World without end. Amen. 


4 1 Cor, 10. 31. 
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A Catalogue of Books publiſh'd by TuRO. DonkIxG rox. 
Reform'd Devotions in Meditations, Hymns and Petitions for every Day it 

the Week, and every Holiday in the year. 1686. 

* The Excellem Woman, deſcrib'd in 2 parts;done from the French. 1692 & 1695 
Family Devotions, or Diſcourſes for Sunday-Evenings. 1695. 
A Familiar Guide to the Receiving of the Lord's Supper. 1695. 


Church; made in a Journey thro' ſome Provinces of Germany. 1699. 
A V indication of the Chriſtian church in the Baptizing of Infants. 1701. 
The Plain Maii's (Preſervative from the Error of the Anabaptiſts. 1702. 


Scriptures. 1703, CHIP 
The Plain Man's Gift of Prayer. 1703 


8. Puſjendorf. 1703. sh | 
ing in the Worſhip of God. 1704. | 
or the Ch. of Engl. in ſeveral practical Diſcourſes. 170 


at the Chappel of Tunbridge-Wells. 1706. 


Al Familiar Exhortation to the Receiving of the Lord's Supper,in 3 Diſc. 170! 
The Diſßenters repreſemted and condemn'd by themſelves on the Points of 


